
Coming Home to Toronto 

If you’re planning a move back to Canada and to the Greater Toronto Area (GTA), things might be a bit 

different here than you remember, depending on how long you’ve been away. Toronto has become an 

international city, offering its residents world class healthcare, dining/shopping and overall quality of life. 

 

Education 

Toronto is home to four publicly funded K-12 school boards, one non-publicly funded religious school 

board, with a diverse variety of religious and private schools, vocational, career, alternative and specialty 

schools. There are five degree-granting universities and five publicly funded colleges.  

Business 

Toronto is Canada’s banking and financial capital and is the home of the Toronto Stock Exchange. It’s also 

home to 9 out of 10 of Canada’s top law firms, Canada’s top 5 banks, and has the third largest 

concentration of IT companies in North America. Forbes Magazine describes Toronto as the economic 

heart of one of the world’s wealthiest countries, projected to continue growth through 2020.  

Employment 

Figures published by Statistics Canada show that over 96,000 net jobs were created in the Toronto region in 

the 12 months to June 2018. As a result of these new jobs, the unemployment rate in the Toronto region is 

6.4% at the end of June 2018. 

 

Healthcare 

Ontario's health care system is one of the best in the world. If you live here, many of the health care 

services you need are publicly funded, with the government paying all or part of the cost for visits to your 

family doctor and specialists and most basic and emergency health care services, including surgery and 

hospital stays. There are over forty hospitals in Toronto, with world class facilities offering patients 

specialized cancer, paediatric and geriatric care, and programs for addiction, mental illness, rehab and 

palliative care.  



 

Safety 

Ranked as the 4th safest city in the world by The Economist in 2017, Toronto maintained its #1 North 

American rank from the 2015 Safe Cities Index. The study ranks 60 cities around the world across 49 

indicators covering digital, health, infrastructure and personal security. 

Travel 

Toronto’s Pearson International airport is home to over 60 different airlines, offering flights to more than 33 

Canadian cities, 55 cities in the US and more than 90 international destinations from Abu Dhabi to Zurich, 

and everywhere in between. 

 

Outside of the area, there is some sentiment that Torontonians feel that they are the centre of the universe, 

but for the people who call this area home, it’s a pretty great place to live.  

∞ 

Top Toronto Neighbourhoods 

Toronto offers a wide variety of different lifestyles. Here are just a few of the top ranked choices: 

The Beaches 

This thriving, family friendly neighbourhood has your choice of cafes, restaurants and bars. Located on the 

shores of Lake Ontario, you’ll have easy access by streetcar to the financial/commercial district. This area is 

a little pricey, with a detached home in the range of $1.8 million, and townhomes around to $850M and 

condos at about $700,000.  

Bloor West Village/ Roncesvalles/ High Park 

These three well-established neighbourhoods are close to downtown and are popular with upscale buyers 

with an average price for a townhome at over $900,000. Bloor West Village is known for its mature trees 

and quiet streets. By subway, you can get to the downtown area of the city in about thirty minutes. The area 

is popular with young professionals and has plenty of restaurants and bars. A detached home here will run 
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about $1.2 million. Roncesvalles features larger and more traditional detached homes that sell for over $1.5 

million, still a better value than in the adjoining High Park, where these homes would sell for over $1.8 

million. Residents here appreciate proximity to the commercial heart of the city, while enjoying plenty of 

space, mature trees and parkland. A two-bedroom condo here will start at about $700,000 with a 

townhome at about $1 million. All three neighbourhoods are easy to get around by transit and are less than 

a thirty-minute commute in rush hour traffic.  

Leaside 

This wealthy area is known for its quality of life and good schools, with convenient access by car to 

Toronto’s downtown area. Homes here are more expensive, with an average detached home on a popular 

street here at over $2 million and an average two-bedroom townhome at over $800,000. 

 

With over 135 distinct neighbourhoods, you’ll find something that meets your needs and your budget. In 

Q2 2018, the average selling price for all types of homes sold through the Toronto Real Estate Board was 

$845,894, compared to $879,883 in Q2 of 2017. Many people working in Toronto reside in the Greater 

Toronto Area (AKA GTA) where property prices are lower and the lifestyle can be a bit more relaxed.  

∞ 

The Greater Toronto Area (AKA GTA) 

Toronto is the largest municipality in the GTA and is considered to be the core of the area. Surrounded by 

four regional municipalities – Peel Region and Halton Region to the west, York Region to the North and 

Durham Region to the east, the GTA had a population of over 6.4 million (per the 2016 census) and is 

projected to increase to 9.7 million or 52.3% of the Ontario population by 2041 (Stats Canada). The four 

largest cities by population are Toronto, Mississauga (Peel), Brampton (Peel) and Markham (York). 

Halton Region 

The western-most municipality in the GTA, Halton includes the City of Burlington, the Town of Oakville, the 

Town of Milton and the Town of Halton Hills. Halton is about 30 minutes from Toronto and is serviced by 



three airports, well-maintained roads and highways, public transit and GO Transit providing easy access to 

Toronto.  

Average Sold Price: $851,707 | 98% of list | Average 24 days on market | Low Price Sold: $570,000 | High Price Sold: $2,710,000 

Peel Region  

Located just west of Toronto and extending further north is Peel Region. While there are only three 

municipalities – the City of Brampton, City of Mississauga, and the Town of Caledon, Peel Region is densely 

populated with a population of 1.4 million (2016) and continues to grow. Mississauga and Brampton Transit 

service the area, as well as the Toronto Transit Commission (TTC) in some parts. The Toronto Pearson 

International Airport is also located in Mississauga. 

Average Sold Price: $715,212 | 99% of list | Average 17 days on market | Low Price Sold: $525,000 | High Price Sold: $1,125,000 

York Region 

Just north of Toronto, and with nine municipalities, including the City of Vaughan, Towns of Richmond Hill, 

Markham, Aurora, Newmarket, Whitchurch-Stouffville, East Gwillimbury and the Township of King, York 

Region boasted a population of just over 1.1 million per the 2016 census. Use GO Transit to get here and 

travel within the region using the Viva Transit system which links Aurora, Markham, Newmarket, Richmond 

Hill, Vaughan, and connects York Region to Toronto’s subway (TTC) and GO Transit and the Region of Peel.  

Average Sold Price: $815,389 | 99% of list | Average 23 days on market | Low Price Sold: $445,000 | High Price Sold: $1,105,000 

Durham Region 

And last but not least, to the east is Durham Region. Comprised of the City of Pickering, Town of Ajax, City 

of Oshawa, Municipality of Clarington (Bowmanville/Courtice/Newmarket), Townships of Brock, Scugog and 

Uxbridge, Durham Region is serviced by Durham Region Transit and is easily accessible by GO Transit from 

Toronto. 

Average Sold Price: $587,779 | 99% of list | Average 17 days on market | Low Price Sold: $350,000 | High Price Sold: $750,000 

Note: For comparison purposes, sales data shown above for GTA Regions is for the period of January 1, 2018 through July 31, 

2018 for a detached 2-storey home with 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, a finished basement and a minimum one car garage.  

∞ 



 

 

Seniors and Boomers 

With an aging population, regions to the north and east are anticipated to increase in population as seniors 

and boomers migrate to smaller cities and towns. Many developers have launched communities designed 

to service the needs of this growing group of home buyers.  

 

Select the type of home that best fits your needs – a condo apartment or semi/detached condo house, 

freehold semi or detached bungalows and community centres, fitness and sports centres, golf courses, 

social activities, medical care, shopping, dining and personal care are close by and accessible. Residents 

enjoy an active lifestyle, without the noise, traffic and other problems with living in larger cities and suburbs. 

 

You may elect to lease a home first to determine if the neighbourhood is where you want to be in the long 

term before making the larger commitment to purchase. Something to consider is that this requires the 

same amount of preparation and paperwork and preparation as a purchase, it’s a little tougher when the 

prospective tenant lives outside of Canada. The GTA market is very competitive for leasing properties right 

now, so persistence and patience, along with a well-prepared application will certainly help.  

 

Whether you rent or purchase, you have many different types of housing to choose from. Give me a call, or 

send me an email to discuss your specific needs. 

 

Sandy Gardner 

Sales Representative, Senior Real Estate Specialist 

Royal LePage Connect Realty, Brokerage | 16 Offices in the GTA to Better Serve You! 

Direct: 905.718.5936 | Office: 905.427.6522 

Email: RealEstate@SandyGardner.ca 

View thousands of homes online at:  www.SandyGardner.ca 
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